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Name of Presenter: Jay Brooker National Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), Missoula, Jay Skovlin, 

NRCS Western Region and Tony Hartshorn, MSU Assistant Professor Department of Land and Resources 

and environmental Sciences 

Description of Presentation: 

This seminar will help Sanitarians obtain a better understanding of soils in relation to septic systems. It 

will also allow a “hands-on” opportunity for Sanitarians (new and seasoned) to practice soil texturing for 

initial training or simply to “calibrate” the seasoned sanitarian.

 



DPHHS Roundtables at the MPHA Annual Conference: 

Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion Programs 

Communicable Disease Prevention and Control Programs  

Food and Consumer Safety Programs 

Family and Community Health Programs (Maternal Child Health) 

Public Health System Support (Accreditation/QI/Performance Management) 

Epidemiology and Scientific Support 

Participants will spend 30 minutes with each table, then rotate so there will be ample time to talk with 

each table.  

Agenda: 

1:00 – 1:30 Table 1 

1:30 – 2:00 Table 2 

2:00 – 2:30 Table 3 

2:30 – 3:00 Table 4 

3:00 – 3:30 Table 5 

3:30 – 4:00  Table 6 

 

Topics to be covered at each table: 

What are the main goals and focus areas for the coming year? 

What health outcomes are being worked on? 

What health outcomes and performance measures can also be focused on at the local level? 

Q&A 

 



Name of Presenter: Joyce Gaufin BS, President of the American Public Health Association 

 

Description of Presentation: 

In 2013, APHA Affiliate leaders identified three key areas that need to be strengthened in order to meet 

current and future challenges that face those working in public health (PH):  1) there is a need to identify 

new leaders and to develop the skills of current leaders; 2) identify new PH advocates, and additional 

skills to enhance current advocacy efforts; and 3) PH leaders need to identify new partners, and to 

create more effective collaboration with current partners.  Ms. Gaufin will address ways that APHA and 

the Affiliate organizations can help advance these issues, and she will address some of the most 

“wicked” challenges that have emerged in the area of PH.  She will identify specific skills and methods 

that can be developed by individuals and organizational leaders.  She will bring warmth, humor, and 

inspiration to those who work everywhere, every day, as they advance the public’s health. 

  



Name of Presenters: Annette VanDomelen BA, Molly Hale BS and Sarah Acker BA 

Description of Presentation: 

Local and state public health professionals are often so focused on day to day operational issues that 

they do not see how their efforts impact areas outside of their jurisdictions and often question why 

certain actions are necessary for effective public health surveillance, investigation and control efforts.  



Name of Presenters: Karl MilhonBA 

Description of Presentation: 

Local and state public health professionals are often so focused on day to day operational issues that 

they do not see how their efforts impact areas outside of their jurisdictions and often question why 

certain actions are necessary for effective public health surveillance, investigation and control efforts.  

  



Name of Presenters:Lisa Beczkiewicz BS 

Description of Presentation: 

Across the nation childhood obesity has more than doubled in children and quadrupled in 

adolescents in the past 3o years. Missoula is not immune to this public health epidemic. 

Let's Move! Missoula has embarked on a community wide initiative to reduce childhood 

obesity in Missoula County through the increase of physical activity during the school day 

including active transportation, before school, in-classroom, active recess, access to physical 

activity and after school opportunities. Simultaneously a county-wide, public health 

campaign, healthy built environments and policy changes are being developed to create a 

culture of physical activity in the greater community. 

  



Name of Presenters: Carl Osaki RS, MSPH 

Description of Presentation: 

Demonstrate an example of a food-related exercise 



Name of Presenters: 

Description of Presentation: 

This presentation will compare and contrast the changes in regulations that have occurred since 

November, 2013. 

 

  



Name of Presenters:Luann C. D'Ambrosio MEd 

Description of Presentation: 

Adopting a continuous quality improvement (CQI) approach assumes that there is always room for 

improving operations, processes, and activities to increase quality and effectiveness. With public health 

professionals often facing limited time and budget support, how do we know that change is an 

improvement? A well designed program evaluation can help to answer that question. Using the basic 

principles of program evaluation, this session will cover how to strategically think through how to design 

evaluation questions and related indicators to document improvement. Bring your program or project to 

the session to begin using CDC's six-steps framework to begin to design effective methods to measure 

program outcomes. 

 

  



Name of Presenters: Alison Reidmohr BA and Lisa Schmidt MPH, ATC 

Description of Presentation: 

Tobacco marketing is widespread in Montana communities and is predominately geared towards the 

youth population.  In Montana, the Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids estimates that the tobacco industry 

spends about $25 million per year on marketing and promotion, 90 percent of which is spent in stores, 

at the point of sale. Our presentation will address Montana Tobacco Use Prevention Program’s most 

recent results and data on youth tobacco marketing and use patterns.  Specific topics to be addressed 

include: 

• Point of sale audit results - 295 stores were audited in 41 Montana communities. Questions were 

designed for monitoring of indoor and outdoor tobacco advertising, product availability and pricing, and 

strategies used to target youth, including products marketed below 3 feet and near candy.  

• Electronic cigarette use - Use of e-cigarettes quadrupled among U.S. adults from 2009 to 2010. We will 

address background information on electronic cigarettes as an emerging public health issue.  In addition, 

we will share results from the 2013 Montana Adult Tobacco survey on e-cigarette usage and initiation 

among young Montana adults.   

• Teen peer group analysis – Social identity and peer crowd affiliation are often associated with tobacco 

use. In fact, peer influence is the biggest predictor of teen tobacco use.  We conducted a total of 12 

focus groups at 7 different high schools across Montana, including three focus groups with Reservation 

schools.  The purpose of focus groups was to establish teen peer crowds and associate social identities 

with tobacco use patterns.  In addition, a variety of tobacco prevention ads were tested on these youth.   

 

  



Name of Presenters: Bethany Fatupaito MPH, Morgan Denny BS and Tony Prairiebear 

Description of Presentation: 

The Montana Wyoming Tribal Leaders Council’s Rocky Mountain Tribal Wellness Initiative is an 

underage drinking prevention program targeted at bringing culturally appropriate, Tribal specific 

prevention strategies to the American Indian Tribes of Montana and Wyoming.  With using culturally 

relevant prevention strategies comes measuring program events in a culturally relevant, Tribal specific 

way.  One of the tools used thus far in the life of the initiative was the Community Readiness: A 

Handbook for Successful Change  .  This is an evaluation tool used to measure the readiness of individual 

Tribal communities in approaching the prevention of underage drinking.  This tool is adaptable to the 

topic at hand as well as the Tribal community of choice.  In our experience, the tool served two 

purposes: as a measurement tool and as a way of highlighting the use of prevention within its 

community members. 

In the assessment, there are six dimensions that are measured: community efforts, community 

knowledge of efforts, leadership, community climate, knowledge about underage drinking, and 

resources for prevention efforts.  The data for each dimension is assessed through a semi-structured 

interview which is systematically scored.  Each domain is scored and a combined score is provided.  The 

resulting “readiness score” and dimension scores are used to identify appropriate prevention strategies.  

Comments and other insights provided by the respondents are also incorporated into the prevention 

planning.  Once the interviews are scored, the data are presented to the stakeholders and other 

community members.  Depending on their strategy, the data presentation serves as a launching point 

for the community prevention program. 

 The instrument is also used in a second administration to evaluate the goal of improving community 

capacity for substance abuse prevention. 

 

  



Name of Presenters:Brittney Nelson, RS Gallatin County Health Department 

Description of Presentation: 

Sushi, raw fish and seafood aren’t just for the coastal states anymore!  The story of a case of Vibrio in 

Gallatin County, what was learned in the investigation, and the need for education. 

 

 

  



Name of Presenters: 

Description of Presentation: 

All aspects of a non-degradation review including nitrate sensitivity, phosphorus breakthrough and 

trigger value analyses. 

 

  



Name of Presenter: Luann D’Ambrosio MEd 

Description of Presentation: 

Partnerships are needed to develop collaborative leadership across the public health and primary care 

fields using the expertise of both, to improve community health. Discussion will include public health 

and primary collaboration in a changing environment, leadership styles that lead  and mange change. 



Name of Presenters: Carl Osaki MSPH, RS 

Description of Presentation: 

Carl will discuss some of his observations and experiences from his past to discuss innovation, 

inspiration, and integration in local, state, national, and tribal public health. 

 

  



Name of Presenters:Jessica Welborn PhD, and Linsey Wiesemann RN, CLC 

Description of Presentation: 

This presentation on human milk starts by describing the benefits of breastfeeding for moms, babies, 

and the positive impact that breastfeeding has on society. It also explores the health risks associated 

with using formula.  Although most women are able to breastfeed with out complications, there are 

some barriers to breastfeeding that are also addressed in this presentation.  

Human milk is especially important for premature babies. Women who have premature babies 

sometimes do not have an adequate milk supply initially to feed their babies with their only their milk. 

Many Neonatal Intensive Care Unit's in the United States have come to rely on human donor milk from 

milk banks to feed premature and sick babies whose mothers have a low milk supply.  

This presentation also gives a short history of milk banks and how the availability of human donor milk 

ultimately supports breastfeeding by ensuring that all infants have access to human milk. It concludes 

with information about the Mothers' Milk Bank of Montana including the collection of milk from donors, 

the pasteurization process, and the distribution of donor milk once it has been pasteurized. 

 

  



Name of Presenters:April Ennis Keippel MA and TommiLee Gallup BS 

Description of Presentation: 

The Healthy By Design Coalition in Yellowstone County, Montana, developed a community-wide health 

message of 5-2-1-0 which incorporates 5 servings of fruits and vegetables, 2 hours or less of screen time, 

1 hour of physical activity, and 0 sugary drinks/more water. The presenters will discuss the incorporation 

of messaging across the Coalition workgroups. The development of tailored messaging to reach women 

to encourage 1-hour of physical activity will be presented as a case study. Participants will be provided 

with tools to develop tailored social marketing messaging in their communities. 

 

  



Name of Presenters:Kate Cassidy Flathead County and Laurel Riek Lewis and Clark County 

Description of Presentation: 

Flathead County Grading system  

Lewis & Clark County Food Safety Awards  

 

  



 

Name of Presenters: 

Description of Presentation: 

Discuss storm water reviews as they relate to new subdivisions.  Specifically it will cover exempt storm 

drainage plans and those prepared in accordance with Circular DEQ8.4.   

 

  



Name of Presenters:Panel 

Description of Presentation: 

This presentation will briefly introduce 7 management projects that were done by public health 

colleagues through the Public Health Management Certificate program.  Each presenter will spend 15 

minutes talking about their project and the results.   

 

A sampling of the projects to be presented: 

-Evaluation results of a three tiered targeted approach using client reminders to Medicaid enrolled 

women to get screened for breast cancer. 

-Engaging stakeholders to develop a comprehensive injury prevention strategic plan that includes 

evaluation measures, collaborative activities, and joint communication plans.  

-Assessing the geographic information system (GIS) needs and potential uses of geographic data in the 

Public Health and Safety Division (PHSD) to determine what resources are available, potential areas to 

grow the service, and what resources are needed to expand.   

-Development of a quality improvement plan to increase the use of the Montana Central Tumor Registry 

(MCTR) such that the data contribute to cancer surveillance, clinical care, public health interventions, 

and other cancer research in Montana and the United States.  

-Development of a 5-year strategic plan for the Montana Diabetes Program to work with health care 

systems to increase the quality of diabetes care in Montana.  A collaborative process with internal and 

external partners was used to develop the quality improvement plan and demonstrate alignment with 

the CDC’s public health goals and with the DPHHS strategic plan.   

  



Name of Presenters:Tonette Hollingsworth MS and Dr. Jane Gillette DDS 

Description of Presentation: 

The program will outline current preventive dental activities in Montana and offer resources 

to integrate oral health into current public health activity. Evidence-based preventive oral health 

competencies will be reviewed including risk assessment, oral health evaluation, preventive 

interventions, communication, education, and interprofessional collaboration to increase access to 

dental care. 

Interactive elements of the program will include an assessment of current barriers to integrating 

preventive oral health in public health settings and a strategic discussion to address barriers identified.  

 

 

  



Name of Presenters:Heather Zimmerman MPH, Lisa Schmidt MPH, Jessie Fernandes MPH and Laura 

Williamson MPH 

Description of Presentation: 

We will first present some general information for major sources of local public health data including: 

Vital Statistics, the American Community Survey, County Health Rankings, Behavioral Risk Factor 

Surveillance System, and Montana Central Tumor Registry. This information will include the strengths 

and weakness of each source, how to access the data, and how to interpret the data. We will also cover 

some general data interpretation topics such as what do confidence intervals tell you, what does a rate 

mean, and why we need to be concerned about small numbers.  

 

The second half of the presentation will be hands on. We will ask participants to bring a laptop to the 

training (that can access the Internet) and work on finding some data that would be helpful to them in 

their work. During this time the presenters will be available for help as participants experience 

difficulties. 

 

  



Name of Presenters:Brenda Faw, Sr. REHS/ES, CP-FS, California EHS-Net Food Safety Program and Joyce 

Tuttle, Sr. REHS/ES, PHM, California EHS-Net Water Safety Program 

Description of Presentation: 

This presentation will provide insight, based on recent California EHS-Net research, on why these high 

risks food facilities must to be inspected during actual operation. The presentation will also provide 

participants ideas on how to overcome the challenges of locating mobile food trucks in the field and 

steps that agencies can implement to structure an effective system-based approach to the mobile food 

facility inspection program. 

 

  



Name of Presenters: 

Description of Presentation: 

Specific design criteria associated with the application of high strength waste to subsurface drain fields.  

Open discussion about septic systems 

 

  



Name of Presenters:Mary Guokas, Floodplain Outreach Specialist, DNRC 

Description of Presentation: 

The basic session will outline the key information related to floodplain management that is practiced in 

134 communities in Montana, under the umbrella of the national Flood Insurance Program. 

 

  



Name of Presenters:Kathryn Wehr MPH, Maternal & Child Health, from the University  

of North Carolina-Chapel Hill and is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate in Sociology from 

 Illinois Wesleyan University 

 

Description of Presentation: 

As we approach the mid-point of the second decade of the 21st century, public health faces multiple 

challenges that threaten its relevance and ability to deliver on its promise to protect and promote the 

health of our communities.  These challenges include:  the continuing impact of the great recession of 

2008; a rapidly changing health care system in an era of reform; the proliferation of ‘big data’; the 

continuing epidemic of chronic diseases; and the demand for accountability and transparency in 

governmental services.  Despite these challenges, there are also great opportunities, including those 

offered by the Affordable Care Act and the growing recognition of prevention's value. To meet these 

challenges effectively, to seize the opportunities in a timely way, to achieve our vision of people living 

long, healthy and fulfilling lives, we must re-imagine the way public health does its business. As creative 

leaders we must re-imagine how public health is organized, financed and conduct our population-

focused practice. Innovative, promising practices from public health departments around the country 

will be shared. 

 

  



Name of Presenters:Heather Fink MA and Shawn Hinz BS 

Description of Presentation: 

This presentation will offer an example of the execution of a collaborative community health needs 

assessment process, leading to an adopted community health improvement plan. Emphasis will be 

placed on the steps and strategies taken to involve change-makers and community members. The 

presentation will include an explanation of the adopted framework, the steps and timeline to 

completion, and the various community engagement approaches that were utilized.  This will include a 

brief discussion of the correlating public health accreditation standards and measures. 

  



Name of Presenters:Katie Levine BA 

Description of Presentation: 

Discuss the latest strategies, tools and tips for maximizing the quality of life for those who have arthritis 

and related diseases. This presentation is appropriate for those with arthritis along with current and 

future professionals who will work with individuals with arthritis. 

 

 



Name of Presenters:Emily Epperson MS, CHES, ATC, LAT, Lisa Schmidt MPH, ATC, Stacey Neill, Cheryl 

Keller SPHR, Tabatha Elsberry BSHP, CWS, CMI, CHES, CWWPC 

Description of Presentation: 

Implementing a worksite wellness program benefits not only the individual employees, but also the 

organization.  Worksite wellness programs and policies have a substantial impact on health care costs, 

absenteeism, workers compensation costs, and productivity.  Healthy employees are more productive 

and can save money for their employer through lower health insurance premiums and less time away 

from work due to illness or injury.  Employers can help their employees make healthy choices by 

creating a healthy work environment, implementing health promoting policies, and providing health 

improvement programs.  We will highlight four worksite wellness policy areas:  

• Incentives for employees to engage in physical activity during the workday 

• Support for working mothers who breastfeed – including room and time for employees to pump 

and store breast milk 

• Nutritional standards for foods and beverages provided at the worksite 

• Offering of tobacco cessation services and/or establishment of tobacco-free campuses 

 

 

 

 

  



Name of Presenters:Greg Butts, Field Section Super visor, Public Water and Subdivision Bureau of DEQ 

Description of Presentation: 

What to look for in inspections. 

  



Name of Presenters:Craig Boomgaard, US EPA Region 8 

Description of Presentation: 

Provide information on the UIC program, focusing on the rules and regulations that govern the Class V 

shallow wells including the following topics: banned Class V wells, identification of a Class V well, 

discussion of authorities (county, state, federal), and future direction of Region 8 Federal program. 

 

  



Name of Presenters:Leah Merchant BA and Lisa Troyer BA 

Description of Presentation: 

Beginning in 2010, the Montana Cancer Control Programs (MCCP) has established 

statewide and local partnerships to increase population-wide cancer screening rates. While 

effective, individual, one-on-one health interventions are time-and resource-intensive; a 

systems-based approach through organizational and policy systems changes can impact 

broad populations to improve preventive health behaviors. 

The purpose of MCCP systems change projects is to establish policies and systems with 

insurance companies, association health care plans, worksites, and medical offices, which 

identify insured members of average cancer risk that are eligible for cancer screening and 

increase the proportion of the average risk insured population who are up-to-date with 

cancer screening following national guidelines. 

 

 

  



Name of Presenters: Bev Azure RN, AAS-AND, Ramey Growing Thunder MA, Del First AA, Brett Mudgett 

AA and Winona Runsabove-Meyers AA 

Description of Presentation: 

Tobacco kills more people each year than car accidents, alcohol, AIDS, murders and fires combined.  Yet 

we see the slogan "Keep Tobacco Sacred" around the state of Montana.  The slogan was developed over 

10 years ago in an effort to distinguish between good and bad tobacco use.  Because of the "Keep 

Tobacco Sacred" slogan, do Montanans, especially children, now walk around thinking that cigarettes 

and other forms of tobacco are sacred? How can tobacco be bad and sacred at the same time? 

     When members of the Roosevelt County Health Department, the Fort Peck Tribes Health 

Department, the Fort Peck Tribes Languages and Cultures Department and the Fort Peck Boys and Girls 

Club come together these questions, as well as many other questions, get answered!  

     We present an educational and informative presentation on what actually is sacred and the harms of 

commercial tobacco.  We have presented to students, faculty, tribal entities and at a national summit.  

Feedback tells us that attendees of our presentation come away with a new or increased knowledge of 

what commercial tobacco is and what is actually considered  sacred to Native Americans. 

  



Name of Presenters:Kate Siegrist RN, MSN, CNM, Judith Birr RN, Bart Klika MSW, PhD,  

Claire A. Francoeur BSN, MSN-ANP, FNP, Cortney Callaghan BSW and Nikki Grossberg BS 

 

Description of Presentation: 

The Missoula Foster Child Health Program (MFCHP) is a tri-agency collaboration of Missoula City-County 

Health Department, Child and Family Services Division Region V office, and Saint Patrick Hospital's Grant 

Creek Family Practice with the goal of positively impacting the safety, permanency and well-being of 

children residing in Missoula County who are being served by the foster child system.   

Program interventions include assuring a specialized comprehensive assessment of all foster children 

through the Foster Care Clinic, intensive public health nurse home visitation through Missoula City-

County Health Department and ongoing case conferencing with Child and Family Services supervisors.  

The panel will discuss the development, implementation, and sustainability of program elements and 

the processes and challenges of progressing through the stages of cooperation, coordination, and 

collaboration. 

A local expert from the University of Montana School of Social Work will discuss the vital importance of 

building trauma-informed systems of care and the use of the Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) 

framework in assessing risk factors and establishing strategies to build resiliency in individuals, families, 

and communities.   

Panel members will assist attendees to identify the essential elements of MFCHP and how it can be 

scaled to realistically work in communities across Montana to make a positive difference in the lives of 

foster children and their families.  



Name of Presenters:Kathleen O'Hern, DEQ Solid Waste Program  

EJ Hook, MSU Environmental Services Manager 

Description of Presentations: 

Montana has joined to "locavore" movement.  An upswing in community gardens means more small-

scale composting will take place.  In some cases community garden compost sites become a "community 

compost" site - with local residents bringing their leftovers and plate scraping to compost area.  What 

kind of problems - and solutions - are out there?  Let's do compost right! 

 

The presentation will be a narrative of the journey for composting food waste – lessons 

learned,obstacles to progress, successes, and current status.  Key partners, considerations and process 

and potential uses of the compost generated will be discussed.   

  



 

Name of Presenters:- Laura ArdenkoPhd RN, Robert and Kathleen Scanlon Endowed Chair in Values 

Based Health Care at Georgetown University School of Nursing & Health Studies; Robert Wood Johnson 

Executive Nurse Fellow 

Description of Presentation: 

Our world is changing. Human activities are causing environmental changes of epidemic proportions. 

Climate change, experienced as extreme weather events such as heat waves, drought, flooding, and 

wildfires can lead to serious impacts on the public's health. Changes are occurring at a rate that exceeds 

what the world has experienced over the last 650,000 years, but little attention has focused on the 

potentially catastrophic health effects of climate change. This presentation will discuss the evidence 

behind public health impacts of climate change, as well as how this is changing expectations of health 

departments. Mitigation and adaptation plans will be explored, along with public health and 

environmental health priorities attributed to climate change. 

  



Name of Presenters:Ellen Leahy RN, MN and Cindy Hotchkiss RN 

Description of Presentation: 

The Missoula City-County Health Department achieved accreditation status from the Public Health 

Accreditation Board (PHAB) in March, 2014.  Presenters Cindy Hotchkiss and Ellen Leahy, who served as 

Accreditation Coordinator and Lead of Missoula's Accreditation Team, respectively, will share key 

aspects of that journey in a lessons learned format.   

  



Name of Presenters:Lester Johnson, Ed.D and Cinnamon Crawford BS 

Description of Presentation: 

Site Coordinator and Data Collectors for the Rocky Mountain Tribal Wellness Center will discuss 

Underage Drinking Initiative on Blackfeet Reservation. Items of examination will be summaries of 

prevention activities, media campaigns’ and data collection. Obstacles and future plans that include 

building new relationships will be presented. 

  



Name of Presenters:Dasheema Jarrett BA,MA, Melissa Henderson MPA, CPH 

Description of Presentation: 

This presentation will provide attendees with an overview of the steps taken to develop and 

evaluate a train the trainers model to promote healthy lifestyles. According to the 2014 

Yellowstone County Community Health Needs Assessment, 32.6% of adults are obese, 

compared to 24.6% statewide. The number of obese youth in Yellowstone County is 28.7%, 

which is similar to the statewide trend. Recognizing that obesity is largely attributable to 

modifiable risk factors such as diet and physical activity, local public health advocates 

adopted an evidence-based 5-2-1-0 community message to reverse this alarming trend. In 

conjunction with the effort, the presenters were asked to create a train the trainers model to 

ensure that the 5-2-1-o message is promoted consistently and effectively, among 

professionals and private citizens. After attending this presentation, we hope that the 

attendees will feel inspired to adapt a similar call to action within their respective 

communities. 

  



Name of Presenters:Facilitator:  Tom Moore/Denise Moldroski  

Description of Presentation: 

Submit questions in advance for compilation into a discussion forum – by email, at registration or at the 

beginning of the forum.   

  



Name of Presenters:Mary Hendrickson, Technical Lead - Montana DEQ Solid Waste Program 

Description of Presentation: 

Topography, ground water, soils, geology, setbacks - learn what all this means and what DEQ looks for in 

an application.  Also, learn how to manage the sites to avoid complaints from neighbors and violations 

from DEQ. 

 


